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Live the Life

AN APP FOR

BY DAVID LAHUTA

Gerald Singer doesn’t know what

he wants to be when he grows up. He
hasn’t known since he moved to St.
John, USVI, from Buffalo 45 years ago.
Now 68, the serial entrepreneur is knee
deep in his latest project, a smartphone
app based on his guidebook St. John:
Off the Beaten Track. Gerald still takes
hikes in the woods. He also putters
around on his 15-foot rigid inflatable
boat, the one he’s tying up to a sunny

THIS?

0: Do you always travel by sea?
A: No, but for me it’s by far the easiest
way to get around the island. -

0): But the guidebook app you created ...
it isn’t about traveling by boat.

A: Not everyone who comes here has
aboat. But everyone drives, walks and
carries a phone. There’s so much to see
here, if the app really were a “book,” it’d
be about a thousand pages. Who wants

dock at Caneel Bay right now. to carry that around?

): You have to be one of the original
expats on St. John. How’d you find it?
A:Ttwas a post-college funk. My father,
who was a dentist, said I should visit one
of his patients who had a place in the Vir-
gin Islands. As soon as I got off that plane
and took my first breath of tropical air? It
was like a drug and I wanted more.

: The drug has changed, I imagine.

A: Physically, it’s as beautiful as ever.
But the way of life has changed. When I
came to St. John, there were 800 people
living here. Now it’s about 4,200. Back
then, there were two restaurants, a mar-
ket, aliquor store and a pharmacy. None
of them were well stocked.

0: As a college grad, you probably knew
how to live cheaply anyway.

A: Most of my food came from the sea. I'd
dive for lobster and conch every day.

: And you stayed.

A: Thebiggest hurdle was coping with
some form of scarcity. If you ran out of
water, you'd have to wait for the barge to
arrive from Puerto Rico, which could take
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= The most LN
| affordable boutique
resort in the

TURKS & CAICOS |

Recently renovated and spacious accommodations surround a palm shaded pool
deck, a tranquil oasis at the heart of the resort Resort amenities include a lively
Pool Bar, Fitness Room, Business Center, Complimentary Continental Breakfast,
Free WiFi and much more! Set amid lush tropical gardens across from famed
Grace Bay Beach, where beach lounges and umbrellas await — beach shuttle service
provided. The neighbouring Shaops at Ports of Call features a great variety of
Restaurants, Bars, Shops, Dive Center and a Kid’s Club.

Enjoy some of the best diving and snorkeling nearby, relax in a modern, trendy
boutique hotel where you will have all the amenities of a full-service resort.
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Toll Free: (888) 678-3483 www.portsofcallresort.com

two weeks or longer. To conserve water
we all hung these signs in our bathrooms
thatread: “On thisisland in the sun, we
never flush for number one.”

(): There’s something fun about that.

A: Ttwas the same for everyone. Most of
us didn’t have phones. When my parents
wanted to get in touch with me, they’d call
the police station and send an officer to
my house. Someone would knock on my
door and say, “Hey, your mother called!”

(): The simple life at its best. But you
still have to find work.

A: Yeah, well, you have to take what you
can get on an island. I've been a commer-
cial fisherman, a charter captain, I even
used to deliver milk from St. Thomas to
Tortola by boat.

“Theres a
clinic here but
B 1.0 hospital.
2 Ifyouneed a
specialist, you have to go to
St. Thomas or farther, like
Puerto Rico or the States.
It’s best to stay healthy.
But then a loaf of organic
wheat bread costs $16.”
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: Then came the guidebook. How suc-
cessful has it been?

A: The concept of success is different on
anisland. It’s more difficult to earn what
youwould call “agood living.” But I'm my
own boss and make my own hours.

): And you live on a tropical island.
That counts for something.

A: The sad part is that most expats come
to the Virgin Islands for the beauty, the
beaches, the hiking, everything you see
in front of us. But then they become
bogged down in everyday life and they
don’t take time to look up and enjoy
what attracted them here in the first
place. I think it’s a shame.

(): So, do you still enjoy what you came
to St. John for back in 1969?

A: Iwouldn’t have it any other way. What
I came for is right there in the app.
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norkel the coral

Feel the charm of this multi-cultural Island, San Pedro Ambergris Caye,
with the comfort and conveniences of SunBreeze Hotel or SunBreeze Suites.

Both properties are conveniently located in town and offer modern amenities
combined with Caribbean charm. Choose from the self-catering, seafront
SunBreeze Suites boasting 20 fully equipped units with living, dining room, ‘Q
kitchen and private balcony, or SunBreeze Hotel with 43 rooms featuring \

partial ocean and garden views.

www.sunbreeze.net | EMAIL: sunbreeze®btl.net | TOLL FREE: 1-800-688-0191
www.sunbreezesuites.com | EMAIL: sunbreezesuites@btl.net | TOLL FREE: 1-800-820-1631

OCEAN CLUB RESORTS FALL SALE

Get away this fall to readers’ choice as the Caribbean’s best beach.
Ocean Club Resorts are rated a top 25 Resort too and
you will save up to 30% off our rates Sept. 22 to Dec. 20, 2014,
Visit www.oceanclubresorts.com, click Special Offers or ask for
the Islands special at 800.457.8787.

eluxe éé
PROVIDENCI)




